CARTHEW GENETICS –

NEW ZEALANDS LEADING GENETICS
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RANKED 1ST 2005 ACE REPORT

RANKED 1ST, 2ND, 5TH, & 6TH 2006 ACE REPORT



Writing a Newsletter we find is a difficult exercise! It’s the getting started. So this year we have decided to go back over the years and look at some of the past newsletters for some inspiration and it ended up being quite a nostalgic experience.

1970
The principal of performance recording was in its infancy and Dad was looked upon as a bit of a “nut case” with what he was doing with sheep called Coopworths. The Romney was king and wool reigned supreme. Dad sold his first rams and joined the National Flock Recording Scheme. All the records were based on deviations – plus or minus – of an average. And he had started identifying ewes that were superb mothers – the VGM’s (Very Good Mums!).

1975
The Wairarapa Premier Breeding Group was formed, with 10 registered breeders, the central flock was at ‘The Grange’  Ngaturi. Hogget mating was being talked about, with some clients mating hoggets for the first time this year - 32kg ewe hoggets on the 1st May was the target weight.
1976
Dad was enthusiastically reporting on the latest Breed Comparison Trials at Ruakura that showed that Coopworths gave a significant higher return per ha than any other breed. Flushing and live weight had become a much talked about topic. Trial results were appearing that showed this to be true. 

Dad was part of a group that exported ewes to Romania – the first export ever.

1977
Terrible weather was experienced over much of the Wairarapa at lambing time with huge lamb losses. Brucellosis was a problem, vaccinating of rams was the preferred option. We were laproscoping ewes to identify lambing potential.
1979 
Sheeplan is now the recording system and we have changed from using deviations when selling rams to BV’s (Breeding Values).  The newsletter this year was entirely devoted to trying to explain what BV’s were!

1980
The August issue of the Journal of Agriculture highlighted the latest breed comparison trials at Whatawhata, specifically related to survivability. Out of 10 different breeds under test – Coopworths came out on top.


Numerically Coopworths had grown to 12 million ewes mated. But we battled with stock agents in the North Island who insisted on calling them “Border Cross”.


Many parts of the North Island at this time were considered very traditional in a farming sense. 

That’s probably enough nostalgia for the moment – but what about the present?

Carthew Coopworths
ACE High Performance Dual Purpose 3 year Sire Summary
This is an evaluation undertaken by SIL to rank in order of merit the top performing sires in New Zealand. It includes 299 recorded flocks across all breeds and breeders from throughout NZ.  All the big players are represented. The goal traits in the analysis are: Growth-Reproduction-Survival-Wool-Worm FEC-Meat.  The 2006 Reports, showing the top ranked sires, highlight Carthew Coopworths rams ranked 1st, 2nd, 5th and 6th.  A great result!
First last year (from only one ram eligible), first again this year!  So we can lay claim to being the leading breeders of sheep genetics in New Zealand and you, the commercial farmer, will be reaping the benefits.
Carthew Landcorp Lamb Supreme
Carthew Genetics continue to work very closely with Landcorp and their development of Landcorp Lamb Supreme.  The objective is greater farm profitability from breeding lambs that grow quickly to produce a heavy carcass with a greater proportion of high value cuts.  Landcorp Lamb Supreme have proven their ability to achieve this and to perform successfully in a range of environments.  

The genetic improvement of Landcorp Lamb Supreme is enhanced by CT scanning using InnerVision™ and Innervalue™.  Linked with ultrasound scanning, Landcorp is able through the InnerVision™ facility to CT scan potential sires for the breeding programme to select rams on an economically-derived Lean Growth Index.  These animals produce more meat and less fat, traits the industry rewards.  Anticipating a rise in market preference for more meat in the primal cuts.  Landcorp has increased selection pressure using the innovative Innervalue™ system to identify rams that will meet this demand.  Landcorp Lamb Supreme is using sires now to produce commercial rams that will satisfy markets of the future
New Developments
Suffolk Supreme

This year we will be able to supply a restricted number of Suffolk Landcorp Lamb Supreme cross 2T Rams and Ram hoggets.  These have been derived using the best Suffolk semen I could obtain over top Landcorp Lamb Supreme ewes.  It is our intention to follow on with this cross which will enable us to give a top Black Face alternative to those clients that require them.  Furthermore, it reduces the risk of diseases (i.e. Brucellosis etc) for those clients that in the past have had to source Black Face sires elsewhere.  It does take a bit of getting used to seeing Black Face lambs running around on Turnberry.
Coopworth Romney Cross

One of the problems we at Carthew Genetics now have is where we can out source potential top sires with the same breeding objectives, that will give us a lift over and above home bred sires.  With this in mind, last year we sourced semen from two Romney operations, one of which was Landcorp.  The aim here is to closely monitor the progeny and see how they perform in our environment within our commercially orientated management system. 
We chose straight Romney’s with a long history of performance behind them because we are focused on breed genetics not breed gene’s (like all the composites).  Our total focus is our clients – bottom line (profit).  So unless we try, we won’t know if there’s going to be a benefit.  As a result we have got a small number of Romney Coopworth cross 2T ram’s that have come through on merit available for sale.  Let me know if you are interested, however numbers are limited.  Please note, we are not intending to be a one stop ram shop – just trying not to miss a trick moving forward!
Surplus Breeding Stock

It’s normally around this time, my phone becomes red hot fielding enquiries re surplus breeding stock.  If anyone has surplus Coopworth ewe lambs or ewes available, please mention it on the ram order form included.  Then I can pass on potential buyers – hopefully a win/win situation for everyone.

New Brand – same faces 

You may have noticed recently we have undergone a brand overhaul.

As the business has grown we felt we needed to simplify our Carthew branding under one heading “Carthew Genetics”.  We are really happy with how this has come together – means we now only need one hat!

Turnberry Farm Australia

We have had a comprehensive business restructure with the aim of getting the right people and systems on farm to keep us at the forefront of sheep genetics in Australia as well as New Zealand.

1500 Coopworth ewes were artificially inseminated this year with semen from NZ. Many of these ewes were females born from the embryo transfer program of the past 3 years and their progeny.  The balance being capital stock ewes purchased from the renowned Cleverlie Coopworth Stud.
What does this mean for our NZ clients?

· Carthew Genetics now has nearly 3000 fully recorded Coopworth ewes on SIL.  Also we are NZ’s and Australia’s largest Coopworth breeders.  This means we have a significant genetic base to work with guaranteeing more selection pressure on animals moving forward.
Importation of ewe hoggets into Australia

Saturday 2nd September 2006 was a red letter day for Carthew Genetics – it was the day we transported 600 ewe hoggets into Australia by air. 400 Coopworth and 200 Carthew Landcorp Lamb Supreme. About 2/3 of them are in lamb, they travelled in a 747 Jumbo Jet, spent 32 hours only travelling from farm to farm and looked in great condition when they arrived. 

We have been told, they represent the largest consignment of sheep into Australia by air!

Summary
As we reflect on this nostalgic trip into the past – look at what we have achieved in the present, it’s with a great deal of confidence we look to the future!
We have two registered Coopworth flocks, fully recorded, numbering nearly 3000 ewes, and two fully recorded Landcorp Lamb Supreme flocks of over 600 ewes all linked together through SIL and Landcorp.
All the team at Carthew Genetics are committed to looking after you, the valued client by breeding the very best sheep genetics. This has been our goal since day one in the belief the quickest way to get to the top is to start there!

A ram order form is included with this newsletter.

We look forward to catching up with you again at ram selection.

Cheers

Simon, Pascale, Bill, Di, Jed and Anna
